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Message Text 


TAGS: PINT, PINS, DR 

SUBJECT: GUZMAN'S PLANS TO CONFRONT DOMINICAN MILITARY 


REF: SANTO DOMINGO 4006 (EXDIS) 

1 . WE SHARE PRESIDENT-ELECT GUZMAN'S CONCERN OVER THE 
RECET APPOINTMENT OF MAJOR GEN. NEIT NIVAR - APPARENTLY 
THE MAIN INSTIGATOR OF MAY 17 MILITARY INTERVENTION 
IN THE ELECTIONS - AS COMMANDER OF THE STRATEGIC FIRST 
BRIGADE. 


2. THE AMBASSADOR IS AUTHORIZED TO ASSURE GUZMAN, AS 
RECOMMENDED BY EMBASSY, THAT THE USG CONTINUES UNEQUIVOCAL- 
LY TO SUPPORT THE UNIMPEDED CARRYING OUT OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
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3. AT THE SAME TIME, WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSESS- 
MENT ASAP OF THE PROBABLE REACTION OF GENERALS NIVAR AND 
BEAUCHAMP, AS WELL AS THE REACTION OF OTHER KEY OFFICERS 
OF THE DOMINICAN ARMED FORCES, IF GUZMAN CARRIES OUT HIS 
STATED INTENTIOH TO SACK NIVAR AND BEAUCHAMPS AFTER HIS 
INAUGURATION. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS 
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ON ABILITY OF GUZMAN ADMINISTRATION TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY 
UNDER NEW LAWS PUSHED THROUGH CONGRESS DURING PAST WEEK 
AND TO RESCIND THE LEGISLATION. 

4. UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OBJECTIONS. THE AMBASSADOR 
SHOULD ALSO REQUEST A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER 
TO RAISE ISSUES OF POSSIBLE THREAT TO A SUCCESS- 
FUL DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION IN THE D.R. POSED BY NIVAR'S 
COMMAND OF THE FIRST BRIGADE. SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD 
PROBABLY BE MOST EFFECTIVE IF PLACED IN CONTEXT THAT WE 
SHARE WHAT WE ARE CONFIDENT IS BALAGUER'S OWN DESIRE FOR 
THE SUCCESS OF THE FIRST PEACEFUL AND CONSTITUTIONAL 
TRANSFER OF POWER IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC IN THIS 
CENTURY. 

5. PROVIDED YOU CONCUR. YOU SHOULD MAKE THE SAME POINT TO 
BALAGUER THAT YOU MADE TO GUZMAH, AND STRESS IN THE MANNER 
YOU CONSIDER MOST APPROPROPRIATE OUR BELIEF THAT ANY REVER- 
SAL OF THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS WOULD HAVE THE MOST SERIOUS 
EFFECTS NOT ONLY ON U.S. DOMINICAN BILATERAL RELATIONS 

BUT ALSO ON YHE DOMINICAN ECONOMY, THE WELFARE OF THE 
DOMINICAN PEOPLE, AND BALAGUER'S OWN PLACE IN HISTORY. 

6. WE WOULD HOPE THAT SUCH AN APPROACH, IF SUCCESSFUL, 

MIGHT ALSO HELP DETER BALAGUER TO SOME EXTENT FROM 
RAMMING THROUGH FURTHER LAME-DUCK INITIATIVES THAT WILL 
MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR GUZMAN TO GOVERN, AND POSSIBLY 
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THREATEN THE SUCCESS OF DEMOCRACY IN THE D.R. 

7. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS ON ANYTHING 
FURTHER USG MIGHT DO TO PROMOTE OUR INTERESTS IN THE 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN THE D.R., INCLUDING POSSIBLE 
INCLUSION OF A STATEMENT SIMILAR TO ASSURANCES GIVEN 
GUZMAN (PARA 2 ABOVE) IN ARRIVAL STATEMENT OF SECRETARY 
VANCE FOR GUZMAN'S INAUGURATION. VANCE 
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